Gertrude Mae Thompson

December 9, 1930 - March 22, 2020

Gertrude (Deininger) Thompson, 89 years old, passed away in her home on
March 22, 2020 in the Redland area of Oregon City. She lived an extremely
healthy and active life until stricken by plasma cell leukemia, with symptoms
arising the last 2 months of her life. Gertrude was on hospice and got to be at
home, where she wanted to be. She was cared for by Elaine McDaniel,
Rozanna Burroughs and Amy Forster with family and friends checking in on
her. Her son, Roger Thompson, graciously maintained the yard. Gertrude was
born on December 9, 1930 to John and Louise Deininger, who owned a potato
farm in Redland. She learned at an early age to work hard in the fields and
passed that experience on to her children.

Gertrude was married to Leonard Thompson for more than 50 years before he
passed in 2005.

They lived in West Linn for many years, raising their children and participating
in school activities. Gertrude acted as a 4-H and Girl Scout leader for her
daughter. Gertrude was involved with many meetings and trips for Job’s
Daughters. During her children’s schooling, she opened her home to four
exchange students from different countries, a tradition her daughter carries on
today. While in West Linn, Gertrude belonged to Emmanuel United
Presbyterian Church and cared for her church community. Gertrude and
Leonard moved back to Redland about 17 years ago.



Throughout her lifetime, Gertrude worked for several companies, including
Mobile Qil, Gilbert Brothers, and Grimm’s Fuel, doing a variety of different
office jobs, from accounting to payroll. She was a smart and compassionate
businesswoman. Together they owned many rental properties that Gertrude
continued to manage after his passing.

Gertrude lived a life of service and love. She was a pillar in the community
and touched the lives of all she met in a very positive way. She was active in
the Redland Grange for almost 80 years, joining when she was 9 years old.
Growing up, Gertrude attended many dances at the grange, one of which is
where she met Leonard. The Grange provides community outreach including
Craft Sales, a Christmas Dinner and Program, and Road Clean Up. She has
held offices in grange, attended meetings and fundraisers religiously, and
tended to the maintenance of the grange whenever possible. Gertrude
enjoyed her Fellow Grangers and all that the Grange stood for.

She was also a many year member of P.E.O., an International Women's
organization that raises money for women's scholarships. P.E.O. provides
loving relationships and continues to help women in need of furthering their
education. Her daughter, and later granddaughter joined P.E.O. as well. Many
fun experiences and fond memories were shared with her daughter at P.E.O.

conventions. Gertrude has served for many years as the treasurer of Chapter
C.

In her later years, she cooked for and fed the homeless through NW
Community Outreach Ministries. Gertrude recruited others to help with the
cooking and serving. Almost every Sunday was spent peeling and cooking
mashed potatoes, preparing condiments, or baking desserts. On Mondays,
she provided food and served milk to the homeless who adored and
respected her. It was after feeding the homeless that her friends saw how tired
and short of breath she was and encouraged her to see the doctor that day.



Less than a month later she was diagnosed and passed.

Gertrude was a spectacular hostess. Every year, her family looked forward to
gathering at her house for Thanksgiving dinner. She enjoyed bringing her
family together for this joyous occasion. Providing food was one way she
showed affection. Even when she was sick, hosting Thanksgiving was on the
forefront of her mind. There was always a 5-gallon jar of cookies in her
freezer. All of her children’s friends enjoyed lots of food and fun during
sleepovers, get togethers and parties. You never left her house hungry.

Gertrude is survived by: children Roger Thompson and Elaine McDaniel;
granddaughters Richelle and Jillian McDaniel; and siblings Joan Jones and
Cliff Brandt.

Her passing comes at a challenging time when her many friends and family
are not allowed to gather, grieve together or celebrate her life. PLEASE share
stories and comments this Tribute Facebook Page.

In lieu of flowers, Gertrude wanted donations to be made in her honor to
charities. Suggestions are the American Leukemia & Lymphoma Society,
American Cancer Society, NW Community Outreach Ministries, Redland
Grange 796, or to P.E.O. Chapter C or International.



Cemetery Details

Redland Pioneer Cemetery

S Redland Rd & S Lyons Rd
Oregon City, OR 97045

Events

Details are pending.
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Elaine T McDaniel - November 16, 2020 at 08:58 PM

Sending warm memories of Gertie from highschool friends Joyce,
Ruth, and Marylin Quint.

Our deepest condolences to Elaine and your loved ones, from
childhood playmates Monica Rabick and Kathy Reynolds. Your
family is fondly remembered. ¢

Kathy Beecher - April 01, 2020 at 11:35 PM



Gertrude and | go back a long ways. | wish | was half the great lady
that she was all her life. She participated in all activities in every
organization she belonged to and encouraged others to volunteer
for others. | have so many memories of the times we spent together
as she was a great companion. She is now a new star in heaven
and they will welcome her with open arms. Knowing Gertrude she
will probably be up there baking cookies for everyone. Rest in
peace as you left all of us better for knowing you.

Don and Shirley Gilman

Shirley - March 29, 2020 at 07:24 PM

Gertrude was an amazing woman. | met her when | joined PEO. |
loved being around her and seeing the love, kindness, and cute
humor that she exhibited towards others. Her energy and
enthusiasm was infectious. Even though | had not seen her for
several years | always thought of her with the fondest of memories.
Thank you Gertrude for making this world a better place.

Susan James

susan james - March 28, 2020 at 07:48 PM

I only met Gertrude twice and spoke with her on the phone one
time, where she shared her memories of growing up in Redland
(when she knew my grandparents.) She was amazing, as she had
such clear memories and interesting stories!! After reading her
obituary | can see that she lived an extraordinary life of service and
faith. The world needs more Gertrudes and | know she will be
greatly missed. Hugs and prayers to her family (and friends) during
this extra difficult time. @

Valerie Thompson - March 28, 2020 at 01:41 PM



Sending my deepest sympathy to Gertie's family. | knew her from
Grange and gave admired and loved her for over 25 years. She will
be sorely missed.

Bev Bush - March 27, 2020 at 11:14 PM

Gertie was a a wonderful, gracious, kind and unselfish person. She
gave of herself right up to the end. She will be missed by so many
people whose lives she touched.

she worked at Grimm's Fuel when my husband was there. He
depended on her to keep him organized. She was a dependable,
loyal employee. Leonard and Gertie were both great mentors in
Rod'’s life. Rest in peace Gertie

Karen Grimm - March 27, 2020 at 10:00 PM
Everyone who met Gertrude loved her. She was so kind and
compassionate. She is surely dancing in heaven. God bless you,

Gertrude. Mary Dietsch

Mary T. Dietsch - March 27, 2020 at 08:52 PM
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Annette Wanker - March 27, 2020 at 01:53 PM
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Annette Wanker - March 27, 2020 at 01:45 PM

So glad we were able to take Gertie to the Valentines Dinner at Eagle
Creek Grange, this was an annual event she always looked forward to.

Annette Wanker - March 27, 2020 at 01:47 PM

Joe treated Gertie to a dance at Eagle Creek Valentine’s Day dihher
entertained but The Old Time Fiddlers

Annette Wanker - March 27, 2020 at 01:55 PM

| was so fortunate to have met Gertie when | joined the Grange. A
kinder, more generous woman few if any shall ever know. | have
learned so much in the short time | knew her, she has my utmost
respect and endless admiration. Proof positive that the leaders in life,
lead through example.

Gertie touched many lives | am certain, | know she touched mine, | am
deeply saddened by her passing, but am so grateful to have met her
and will always be thankful for her friendship.

God bless you and keep you.

Courtney Rae - March 28, 2020 at 03:53 AM



20 files added to the album Memories Album

Hillside Chapel - March 27, 2020 at 12:59 PM



