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Grace Kibler DeLap 
 Grace Ann Dove Kibler DeLap was born on September 28, 1928 in Portland,

Oregon to Florian (Linklater) and Hal Kibler. She grew up in the Eastmoreland
neighborhood, the second of three sisters, attended Washington High School,
and went on to earn a degree in Journalism from the University of Redlands. 
After college Grace traveled throughout Europe, and lived and worked at the
American Baptist conference grounds in Green Lake, Wisconsin as well as
the Baptist offices in New York City. In 1955 she married Vernon DeLap at
Portland’s First Baptist Church, the same place she and Vern “met” in the
nursery when they both were infants. Their families were friends and they
knew each other growing up, but didn’t date until after college, discovering
that they both enjoyed New Yorker cartoons. 

 Grace was a homemaker, and she and Vern had four children, raising them in
Milwaukie and instilling in them faith and love for Jesus, setting an example of
church involvement and serving others. She was active for almost 60 years in
the First Baptist Church of Oregon City, editing the “Friendly Visitor” weekly
newsletter for several decades, volunteering with HOPE (an Oregon City food
bank), and serving in many other areas. 
Among her many interests she loved reading, birdwatching, riding trains, and
listening to activity on emergency scanners. She and Vern loved enjoying the
view from their home in Oregon City. Her favorite verse was Proverbs 16:9, “In
their hearts humans plan their course, but the Lord establishes their steps.” 



Grace passed away on February 20 in Milwaukie after a short illness. She is
survived by her husband of 61 years, Vern DeLap, three children and eight
grandchildren: Meg (Dave) Rice of Hillsboro, Dave (Karla) DeLap of
Milwaukie, and John of Fountain Valley, CA. Their grandchildren are Aimee,
Peter (Paige), Maria, Cristina, Regina and Daniel DeLap, and Stephen and
Thomas Rice. She was preceded in death by son Paul DeLap in 1996, and
sisters Ruth Ross in 2002 and Flora Hill in 2009. 

 A memorial service will be held Saturday, March 11 at 2:00 pm, at the First
Baptist Church in Oregon City, 819 John Adams. In lieu of flowers donations
may be sent to the church, or Camp Arrah Wanna (http://www.camparrahwan
na.org/)
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Grace Kibler DeLap

Kernan and Mina Turner - March 18, 2017 at 03:18 PM

Although Mina and I lived far from Oregon City for many years, we
would meet occasionally at family gatherings. When we retired in
Ashland, Oregon, Grace and Vernon twice visited us during their
annual trek to the Oregon Shakespeare Festival. We have
especially fond memories of Grace's visit to San Juan, Puerto Rico,
where Mina an I lived for many years. Grace was attending a
Baptist conference, but spent a whole day with us. We did our best
to show her as much of Puerto Rico as possible. It was a day filled
with warmth and laughter, a time spent together that we will
remember forever. We send our love to Vernon and share his grief. 
 
-- Kernan (Vernon's first cousin) and Mina Turner

March 10, 2017 at 10:34 AM

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for
the family of Grace Kibler DeLap.

https://www.hillsidechapelfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.hillsidechapelfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Sandra - March 05, 2017 at 09:11 PM

Grace was a compassionate volunteer at HOPE. She was often the
first person seen by the clients and always had a ready smile and
compassion for those in need. I will miss her warmth and laugh.


