
John Edward Salisbury
October 13, 1944 - December 19, 2025

When John Salisbury spoke about the lives of people of the past, events in NW history, or
even some Among his interestof the area's relevant historical places, it was easy to
become caught up in his excitement and passion. His sharing of knowledge was present
in his almost 30 years of being a classroom teacher, in his many years of being a park
ranger, and during his time he spent as a Mountain Man (historical interpreter) during the
local county fair and presenting in various schools ranging from across the NW, to Hawaii,
and even to Japan. He started his journey in small-town Chewelah, Washington where he
spent his days fishing in the creek, playing baseball, scouting, riding horses, and skiing.
He even admitted to being a bit mischievous during his youthl. After high school, he soon
made his way to Pullman, Washington, to attend WSU where he earned his bachelor's
degree in Psychology and Sociology. While in college, he met and married the love of his
life, Janis (Walker) Salisbury. After college, John enlisted in the Air Force, where he
served his stint in Texas at Randolph Air Force Base. Leaving the Air Force, John returned
to WSU two more times to receive a degree in Education. Eventually, he and his family,
now including two sons, David and Matthew, moved to Oregon City where he landed a
teaching job, coached middle school basketball, and led several trips with middle
schoolers to Washington D.C. During these years John completed a Masters Degree in
Counseling from PSU. Giving to the community was a trait he highly valued. John
volunteered with Jaycees, Oregon City Sister City Program with Tateshina, Japan. Sister
City meant more travels, this time to Japan and even more close friends. John loved to
travel,especially to Hawaii and Ireland. His volunteerism extended to other organizations
as well. After his retirement from classroom teaching, he was hired as a ranger by the
National Parks Service where he was part of the instrumental team bringing the
McLoughlin House in as part of Fort Vancouver National Heritage Site. During his time as
a park ranger, he was diagnosed with cancer. It would be part of his life for over 20 years.
Yet, while he was dealing with the various treatments, he faced each day with optimism,
spirit, and humor that served as a source of positivity for anyone he came across. He
passed away peacefully on December 19th, at the age of 81. He is preceded in death by
his parents and son David. He is survived by his wife of almost 60 years; son Matthew
(Nikki); daughter-in-law Dusty; grandchildren Erika (Ryan), Amy, Mia, and Braden; great



grandchild Ivy; and many former youth that were "adopted" into the family. John continued
his recent volunteerism with several history related organizations. Among his interests
were the McLoughlin House, Clackamas County Historical Society, Oregon City Sister
City, and Clackamas Service Center.



Previous Events

Celebration of Life

APR 11. 2:00 PM - 5:00 PM (PT)

Ballroom at the Museum of the Oregon Territory
211 Tumwater Drive
Oregon City, OR 97045
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Jaxine Harris - January 04 at 03:26 PM

I was very saddened to hear of the passing of John. I
worked with him and the Mountain Men group that he
belonged to in the Oregon City school district. He fought a
long and hard battle with his cancer. Peace and love to you
John and to your family. You will be missed.


